What is violence?
Violence: The infliction on people of physical injury or death, or the threat to do so. All behavior cannot be neatly classified as either "violence" or "nonviolence," and several categories fall between these two extremes, including "destruction of property."

More frequently the word describes forceful human destruction of property or injury to persons, usually intentional, and forceful verbal and emotional abuse that harms others.

What is violence?

Violence takes many forms and is understood differently in different countries and among different cultures. While there is no universally accepted definition of violence, the World Health Organization has proposed the following as a working definition of violence:

“Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment, or deprivation.”

Three main categories of violence can be identified:

Self-inflicted violence refers to intentional and harmful behaviors directed at oneself, for which suicide represents the fatal outcome. Other types include attempts to commit suicide and behaviors where the intent is self destructive, but not lethal (e.g., self mutilation).

Interpersonal violence is violent behavior between individuals and can best be classified by the victim-offender relationship, either among acquaintances or among persons who are not acquainted. Interpersonal violence may also be specified according to the age or sex of the victim. Violence against women is an important example and is occurring worldwide, often unrecognized. Such violence may occur in the family or within the general community, and may be perpetrated or condoned by the state. Other types of interpersonal violence include child abuse, bullying, harassment and criminally-linked violence such as assault and homicide. 

Organized violence is violent behavior of social or political groups motivated by specific political, economic or social objectives. Armed conflict and war may be considered the most highly organized types of violence. Other examples include racial or religious conflicts occurring among groups and gang or mob violence.
THE TYPES OF VIOLENCE 

Physical violence: 

· Is the use of physical force to hurt someone 

· Is the most visible type of violence

· May take various forms: throwing something, pushing, hitting, slapping... 

Psychological violence:
· Is an attack on another person’s personal value, self-esteem and self-confidence 

· Makes the other person feel guilty, inferior, or scared 

· Is the least visible form of violence and is more difficult to detect, but nevertheless leaves long-lasting scars 

· May take many forms: insults, threats, humiliation, rejection, taunting, rumors, nasty comments...

Sexual violence:
· Is the use of control to force another person to engage in sexual acts 

· Is the subjection of someone to unwanted words, acts, or comments of a sexual nature 

· May take many forms: verbal humiliation with sexually charged words, forced kissing, exposure to sexual scenes, touching, non-consensual sexual relations...

Economic violence:
· Is the use of control to gain access to a person’s money or possessions, or to prevent their access to these things 

· May take many forms: stealing money or credit cards, selling someone’s things without their knowledge, forcing someone to buy something for yourself, running up debts in someone else’s name...

Passive violence:
· Is the conscious ignoring of the physical, psychological, and emotional needs of a person, the conscious failure to ensure the safety of someone under one’s care, or the failure to ensure the development of well-being of someone under one’s care

· May take many forms: withholding affection, being unavailable to respond to the emotional and safety needs of a child or adolescent, failing to provide a child or adolescent with food or clothing, failing to ensure necessary hygiene, abandoning a child or adolescent...
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