The ~ational FOR celebrated 100 years in 201 7.
The Olympia FOR is celebrating 40 years in 2016.

OLYMPIA

Fellowship of Reconciliation

Olympia Fellowship of Reconciliation
201% 1%™ Ave SE, Lacey WA 9850%-272%

(360) 491-9093
Issue #26% April-May 2016

www.olympiafor.orqg

“ActinGg oN Our Values to Overcome Fear”

Western Washington FOR’s 18™ Annual Spring Assembly
Saturday April 16, 2016, from 9:00 am 10 %:30 pm iNn West Seartle

Every year WWFOR brings
grassroots folks together for
a Spring Assembly to share
ideas and strengthen the
movements for social jus-
tice, nonviolence and peace.
Please join with other people
on Saturday April 16 at
Fauntleroy UCC Church,
9140 California Avenue SW
in West Seattle.

See the green enclosure
that came with Olympia
FOR’s April-May newslet-
ter. We posted this flyer =
pre-registration form to
www.olympiafor.org and
www.wwfor.org.

The end of this article has
information about register-
ing and carpooling from
Olympia and elsewhere in
Western Washington.

This vear’s theme and Acrivities: Fear is

widespread in our society. Fear is a normal human emo-
tion. But some politicians deliberately provoke fear of ter-
rorism, Muslims, Mexicans, refugees, LGBT people, etc.
Other people are legitimately afraid of nuclear weapons,
climate disruption, economic collapse, etc. Some of us are
afraid of taking bolder steps to work for peace and social
justice. Fear — even well-justified fear — can cause people
to feel powerless and dissuade them from taking thought-
ful and constructive action. At a time when thoughtful,
humane boldness is needed, fear holds people back.

A good remedy is to ground ourselves in humane, com-
passionate values for peace, social justice, and nonvio-
lence. For 100 years the Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR) has been supporting these values and urging people
to act on them. The Western Washington FOR’s 18t
Annual Spring Assembly on Saturday April 16 will help
us do that. Instead of a keynote speaker, we'll begin the
day in small groups briefly sharing our experiences acting
upon our 2016 theme, “Acting on Our Values to Over-
come Fear.” You may choose one of four theme-related
workshops in the morning and one of four different ones
in the afternoon. We'll enjoy a catered lunch.

Pre-register by April 8 if possible, be-
cause this helps us plan. But even if
you don’t pre-register, come anyway!

Suggested donation: It costs WWFOR

approximately $15 per person to put
on this Assembly. We welcome partic-
ipants regardless of ability to pay, and
hope those who can afford more will
balance those who can afford less.
Your registration donation includes
a delicious catered lunch.

Sponsor: Western Washington FOR,
(206) 789-5565 wwfor@wwfor.org
www.wwfor.org

Flyer/Pre-Registration Form is at both

www.wwfor.org and www.olympiafor.org

More information and carpooling: Con-
tact Glen Anderson (360) 491-9093

glenanderson@integra.net

Join Us for Olympia FOR’s AnnuAl Garthering and Election
Tuesday May 17 from 6:30 10 8:%0 pm At Traditions Café

Enjoy Olympia FOR’s Annual Gathering on Tuesday May 17 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Traditions Café, 5" & Water down-
town. It’s a fun social event with minimal agenda, not a boring talking-head thing. Join us! Come on down for:

e Food! Every year we start with free food at 6:30 pm.

e Kathy Pruitt’s music and our social time: Kathy will entertain us on piano with her repertoire that ranges from
jazz to honky-tonk to rock. We will listen, sing a long, and maybe even dance a little.

Conrinued on Page 7
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Strategies And Pracrical Ways 10 Work
for Our Values and Issues During An Election Year

Our nation faces very serious problems and issues, such
as the U.S.’s violent foreign policy, nuclear weapons, the
climate crisis, fundamental economic and environmental de-
terioration, massive violations of our privacy rights by gov-
ernments and corporations, drinking water poisoned by lead
in Flint and fracking chemicals elsewhere, etc. All of these
issues — and more — need thoughtful discussion and action.

You might think that an election year is when our nation
focuses on serious issues, but instead the political candi-
dates, political parties, and mainstream media AVOID
dealing with real issues and treat the election as merely a
horse race — and with wacko Republican candidates as a cir-
cus freak show. Candidates, parties and mainstream media
use the campaign hype and silliness to actually DISTRACT
people from the real issues, so problems get worse because
mainstream media and people shirk their responsibilities.

Even within the progressive movement, people who
would otherwise be working on crucial issues such as those
listed above have been distracted by electoral campaigns.
Some people seem to hope that a partisan savior will fix the
many problems that politicians and parties and media are
failing to address. This relinquishes our grassroots power
by delegating it upward and abandoning our grassroots issue
organizing.

Here ARE soME pRACTICAl wAys TO REMAIN
effective even during AN ElecTion yeAR:

e Resist the temptation to be lured into partisanship
and electioneering for candidates — except for ex-
tremely rare instances where the candidate is truly out-
standing — and in those cases work also to build infra-
structure for a grassroots movement that will persist
for many years after the immediate campaign.

o Keep working on issues — and be proactive in raising
issues, even if mainstream news media and candidates
are not paying attention. Your real audience is the gen-
eral public, not the political system.

o Keep linking issues with the needs and values of the
broad public interest and deep-seated ethics. Educate
the public about your issues, and show how supporting
your issues will help the public. When politicians are on
the wrong side, expose the politicians’ errors, and win
the public to your side. Again, your real audience is not
the political system, but rather the general public among

by Glen Anderson

which you work to build a strong progressive grassroots
movement that is principled, not partisan.

 MEDICAL CAVPAIGN AGANST >
NUCLEAR_ hEAPONS.

Reach out to various parts of the general public. Don’t
talk only with people who already agree with you. Peo-
ple all across the political spectrum from left to right
are disgusted with the corrupt, dysfunctional status
quo. So are people who feel alienated from “politics.”
Progressive organizers will find allies from among all
kinds of people, not just “the usual suspects.” Reach out
to unusual allies and bring them into grassroots move-
ments about specific interests and into broader multi-is-
sue progressive movements.

Expose what the government — and politicians of both
parties — have really been doing. Typically they say
what the public wants to hear, but they do what the big
corporations and the military-industrial complex want
them to do. Expose their hypocrisy. The public abso-
lutely hates hypocrisy in politicians, so they are vulnera-
ble on that. As the classic saying goes, “Throw the ras-
cals out!”

Expose their violations of public values, public virtues,
and the public interest — and promote policies that sup-
port public values, public virtues, and the public interest.
See the item above. Ground our critique in the widely
held public values, rather than in partisan sniping or
criticizing candidates’ personalities. The candidates
want the campaign to be about their dominant personali-
ties, so do not buy into their strategies or focus on per-

Conrinued on Page 3
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Conrinued from Page 2:

sonalities — even the extreme and crazy ones. Focus in-
stead on the general public’s deeply held values and the
broad public interest, and show how candidates and par-
ties violate those.

Expose the Republicans’ extremism and cruelty. Expose
the Democrats’ complicity with corporate abuses and
endless war. Expose the bipartisan corruption and cater-
ing to big business and other special interests and their
reckless support for U.S. Empire and violent militaristic
foreign policy. Frame your arguments to show how their
behavior violates our nation’s best values, public vir-
tues, and the broad public interest.

Show how the US’s arrogant and violent foreign and do-
mestic policies are actually weakening US national secu-
rity, bankrupting our economy, hurting the environment,
and corrupting our best values. Offer alternative for-
eign and domestic policy proposals that are peaceful
and just — and would be good for the US and the world.

Study how to “frame” and “re-frame” issues, and how
to skillfully use memes, etc. Practice what you learn.

Boldly strategize long-term goals and incremental
steps toward them. The campaign season’s climax is
early November, but our real struggle must continue
building strategically over a number of years.

_ Instead of being

mostly defensive
A against what we
THE

~ FUTURE

oppose, we must

proactively set the
issue agenda, and
we must start or-
ganizing for the
positive goals we
want instead. Ar-
ticulate our pro-
gressive  values
and goals. Be pro-
active! Articulate, publicize and practice your
values and the kind of world we want to create.
Lay out an inspiring and attractive agenda
for what we want instead of the status quo. A
positive vision will attract more people than
merely being negative about what we’re against.

Plan and carry out events and activities that will set a
new agenda for society — and that will catch people’s
attention and make news. A positive attitude attracts
public interest and new volunteers.

Recognize that there are two kinds of “conservatives.”
(1) Libertarians are likely to oppose wars, excessive mil-
itary spending, invasions of privacy, etc. We can proba-
bly attract some of them to our issues and movements.
(2) Traditional moralists want traditional authorities to
keep vulnerable people down. But they do have some
ethical values that we can connect with nonetheless. We
need to devise different strategies to appeal to each of
these two groups —and other strategies to appeal to other
constituencies — to bring unexpected potential allies into
progressive movements.

Many people are cynical and distrust what the govern-
ment and other elites (e.g., mainstream news media and
big corporations) tell us. How can we harness that
skepticism to undermine the propaganda from the
government and other elites without making the public
distrust our alternatives also?

Support principled Third Parties, Third-Party chal-
lenges to mainstream candidates, and electoral reforms
that will increase the viability of third parties. But — as
mentioned above — resist the temptation to think that any
political party can be our savior. The crucial power base
must be ordinary people at the grassroots level working
nonviolently. Third Parties can be a tool to work with,
but they alone can’t bring us to the Promised Land.

Support alternative news media.

Maintain positive attitudes. Too much anger is corro-
sive and undermines our movement. Anger and cynicism
repel new people from joining us, and they cause our cur-
rent members to quit. Positive attitudes support our cur-
rent people and attract new people.

We will need to work a long time for the significant
changes we want, so we must persist! The right wing
has been plotting the current dominance of right-wing
politics since the 1970s.

Read the inspiring, practical resource We Can Replace Cyn-

icism and Despair with Empowerment and Hope (pdf) in the
“Nonviolence” part of www.olympiafor.org

We must organize more skillfully from the grassroots.
Part of our strategy must be to change what the debate is about.
If we are not changing the debate, we will lose the debate.
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The U.S.’s Violent Foreign Policy Makes Problems Worse!
We Must Debunk Militarism Irsel as A Massive Fraud!

by Glen Anderson

A more thorough version of this article appears in the “Issues ...” part of www.olympiafor.org

WHAT’s Going on iN THe world?

Propaganda from the government, politicians, the military-
industrial complex and mainstream media misleads and dis-

informs the American people: In January 1961 President Ei-
senhower warned us about the growing power of the military-
industrial complex. They gain power by frightening us about
enemies. After the Cold War they chose Islam as the excuse to
expand their power and wealth. Look for alternative sources of
information from peace organizations and progressive news
media. For example, United for Peace and Justice offers this
analysis of U.S. militarism in the current global situation:
www.tinyurl.com/hd92wnd

Foreign Policy in Focus (www.fpif.org) is an excellent source

of information: For example, they wrote an article titled,
“America’s Global Military Bases Actually Undermine Na-
tional Security.” The article explains how the US’s “sprawling
global footprint encourages military confrontation, makes host
countries into targets, and costs taxpayers a fortune.” Read it
at www.tinyurl.com/z2w3z5v

The US’s “war on terror” actually uses terror and provokes

more terror, so if is self-defeating: During the Vietnam War
the U.S. government said it wanted to “win the hearts and
minds” of the Vietnamese people, but our military used “search
and destroy” tactics that turned the population against us. Like-
wise, the US military used “shock and awe” violence to terror-
ize Iraq’s people and destroy their nation. U.S. troops terror-
ized civilian populations in Afghanistan and Irag, by breaking
into houses in the middle of their night and abusing entire fam-
ilies. Our government committed many acts of torture and ter-
ror. Experts know that torture does not work, but even now in
2016 some presidential candidates brag about how they would
torture more people if elected. The U.S.’s “war on terror” has
provoked people throughout a huge region of the world to hate
the U.S. and to want violent revenge. The “war on terror”
only provokes more terror!

“Why Western Warmongers Create One Disaster After An-

other in the Mideast”: The wars in Libya, Iraq and Afghani-
stan failed because short-sighted Western interests trumped the
needs of the people. Nafeez Ahmed’s smart, insightful article
with this bold title lays it out. See www.tinyurl.com /zl1qs952

Albert Einstein said that you can’t solve a problem with the

same consciousness that created the problem: The U.S. gov-
ernment has contributed toward many of the problems in the
greater Middle East area. Until we change the consciousness
that created those problems, we will not be able to solve them.
Arming additional factions keeps making the problems worse.
The first step really is to recognize this and change the U.S.’s
propensity to think that violence can solve problems. There’s
an old saying that says if you don’t want to be at the bottom of
a hole you have dug, the first step should be to stop digging.

Examele: Libya: France led the U.S. into the recent NATO
overthrow of Libya’s government because France wanted
Libya’s oil. (If you’re interested I could send you documenta-
tion.) Libya’s late leader Gaddafi was oppressive, but the situ-
ation is far worse now after we overthrew his government and
murdered him. Now Libya has had a power vacuum that has
been exploited by many local warlords and by radical Islamic
opportunists such as ISIS. This is yet one more case in which
the U.S. and France contributed to ISIS’s power. Until we rec-
ognize what our nation has been doing we will not be able to
solve the problems, because we are stuck in a suicidal cycle of
causing more problems.

George Santayana famously said that peorle who do not un-

derstand history are doomed to repeat it: How to respond to
terrorist attacks? Understand the strategies that the terrorists
are using. I1SIS wants the US and European nations to over-
react, because that feeds into their strategy, just like after 9-11-
2001 the US overreacted and elevated al Qaeda to the stature
of the former USSR and wasted trillions of dollars and sacri-
ficed thousands of US troops in an unwinnable war. We must
change the US’s mindset and change our government’s policies
to stop making things worse. Recognize the underlying prob-
lems in other countries and address those. Otherwise we’ll be
ignorantly stuck in a reactive mode. In early 2016 all of the
Republicans and Hillary Clinton would likely provoke more
terrorism: www.tinyurl.com/hox2okm

“People who g0 fo war start to resemble their enemy.” This
is one of the insightful things Mark Kurlansky said in his book
on nonviolence: Nonviolence: Twenty Five Lessons From
The History of a Dangerous ldea. Although www.ti-
nyurl.com/jmmfyyt has information about the book at Ama-
zon’s website, please buy from a local retailer.
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We want peace, but Congress and Obama keep increasing

spending for war ($551 billion in FY 2017): How can we
achieve a nonviolent society when our government’s top
priority is violence? How can we achieve economic justice
when our notoriously regressive tax system lets rich people
pay less than their share and forces the middle class and
working class to pay more than our share? Peace and eco-
nomic justice are closely related. We must work for both
peace and economic justice! The new federal budget in-
creases the Overseas Contingency Operations Fund (OCO),
which is a slush fund not subject to the budget caps. See
more information at www.tinyurl.com/jl5vvt5

Military wearons manufacturers make huge profits from

global turmoil: Military spending is increasing in the U.S.
and elsewhere. They enjoy making big profits from other
people’s death and suffering. See Lee Fang’s informative
article at www.tinyurl.com/hdr4h7o and Glenn Green-
wald’s at www.tinyurl.com/grrvbys

Politicians benefit too. A new history of the military welfare
state shows how politicians and military leaders have drared

themselves in vellow ribbons to advance their own careers:
www.tinyurl.com/jOv5c6r

Presidential candidates and media debate hosts AVOID sub-

stantive foreign policy questions: The article at www.ti-
nyurl.com/jyo7wrv and www.tinyurl.com/ h6sémvv dis-
cusses five foreign policy questions the media ignore.

“Groue think™ in the Obama Administration is seriously dis-

jointed from reality: Robert Parry’s insightful article ex-
plains that their militaristic approach to foreign policy has
undermined their credibility. www.tinyurl.com/j3esa7s

Nuclear weapons and climate stick the Doomsday Clock at

three minutes to midnight: The prestigious Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists warns of catastrophe and keeps their
Doomsday Clock at three minutes to midnight, the “closest
to catastrophe since the early days of above-ground hydro-
gen bomb testing.” So the Peace & Planet Network urges
people to “understand and respond to the systemic roots of
these threats to human survival.” See www.PeaceAnd
Planet.org and http://thebulletin.org/it-still-three-minute
s-midnight9107 and www.tinyurl.com/hhcyhol

“American Exceprionalism” is A major cause of the world’s problems:

Recognize and reject “American Exceptionalism™: The
concept is so omni-present that we don’t even notice it —
just like a fish does not recognize that it swims in water.
People routinely say that the world needs “U.S. leader-
ship,” that the U.S. is “a beacon of liberty to the world,”
that “America is #1,” that “God has uniquely blessed the
U.S. to lead the world,” etc. These and similar examples
of rhetoric are glib, self-congratulatory, and utterly false,
but they let Americans — especially our political, eco-
nomic and journalistic elites — anoint themselves with a
sense of entitlement that is nothing short of national-
istic arrogance. They believe the U.S. is so special —
anointed by God to serve a messianic purpose in the world
— that our national government is above the law, that
the U.S. military is entitled to invade nations anytime
it wants and overthrow their governments — even de-
mocracies — and install governments that will be sub-
servient to U.S. business and political dominance. In
Greek tragedies such arrogance was called hubris. This
overreach was what led to the hero’s downfall.

One smart article — www.tinyurl.com/jc9gazp — explains
“American Exceptionalism” in the 1970s and 1980s, including
Reagan’s justification for lies and crimes intended to help
dominant U.S. political forces. This article wraps up with a
strong critique of mainstream media’s tilt to the right wing dur-
ing the past few decades.

Another smart article — www.tinyurl.com/h3sdvtk — vigor-
ously debunks “American Exceptionalism” and the politicians’
mindless platitude that the U.S. military is the world’s best
fighting force. Rather than the usual rant, it points its critique
with smart insights. You will most likely find it interesting and
worth sharing with other people.

A thoroughly informative, thought-provoking resource based

oh a workshop that you can “self-administer” or share with
friends debunks “American Exceptionalism” and the whole
notion of militarism. Its perspective is similar to the article
you are reading now, and includes much additional infor-
mation. Ask Glen Anderson — (360) 491-9093 glen@olym-
piafor.org — to mail you a paper copy or e-mail you a .pdf.

This article continues on the “Issues ...” part of www.olympiafor.org This article’s final two sections are:

Whar decen values should Guide our foreigy policy?

and Whar foreign policy do we wanr instead?
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—> Here’s AN opportunity 10 Ger involved with many important local Actions!

Would You Volunteer 10 Represent the Olympia FOR
oN The Program Council of Interfaith Works of Thurston County?

For several decades the Olympia Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation has been an “affiliate member” (supportive member
that is not a congregation) of Interfaith Works of Thurston
County. The Olympia FOR needs someone to represent us
on IW’s Program Council.

Program Council members represent religious communi-
ties and individuals of Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim,
Baha’i, Unitarian Universalist, Buddhist, and many other in-
dividual faith and spiritual paths — including atheism. At the
monthly meetings, we discuss current work, challenges, and
take time to meet and learn from one another.

Program Council members choose projects to work on to
end hunger, homelessness, and other forms of suffering, and
to care for our besieged planet. For example, IW operates
the emergency homeless shelter, warming centers for home-
less, the annual 9-11 Observance, Thanksgiving Celebra-
tion, CROP Walk to raise funds to fight hunger, and more.
Just recently, IW endorsed HB 2907 — reforming the Police
Use of Deadly Force law — promoted by the Black Alliance
of Thurston County. Also IW recently responded to anti-
Muslim remarks by a Lacey City Council Member. Every-
one finds something that touches their heart and moves them
into action.

by Marilyn Dungan

This is a one-year commitment to attend nine monthly
meetings representing FOR and report back to Olympia
FOR'’s Steering Committee. It’s that easy. The meetings
are held on the third Tuesday of the month, from 7 pm to 9
pm at the Temple Beth Hatfiloh in downtown Olympia.
There are no meetings during the summer or in December.

IW’s VisioNn STATEMENT: Social justice and peace
through interfaith understanding and cooperation.

IW’s Statement of Purpose: Interfaith Works pro-
motes interfaith understanding and serves the community
through charitable, social and educational endeavors. In-
terfaith Works (IW) is a non-profit association of faith com-
munities and individuals of diverse faith traditions. We have
a long-standing history of bringing the human and financial
resources of our faith communities together with business
and government agencies for the benefit of those in need.
We strive to participate in endeavors which are relevant to
the times in which we live, while maintaining our identities
as people of faith.

For more information contact Marilyn Dungan at (360)
701-5980 marilynbdungan@gmail.com or visit www.
interfaith-works.org

Gl Voice (formerly “Coffee Strong”) Has Moved 10 Olympia

by Dennis Mills, volunteer VA Claims Agent and former Gl Voice board member

Gl Voice, also known by many as Coffee Strong, has moved from its location near Joint Base Lewis-McChord to down-
town Olympia in the Security Building, 203 4th Ave. E., Suite 207. The new phone is (360) 352-6348).

We dropped the “Coffee Strong” name to reflect the continuing original focus of GI Voice. We had created the “Coffee
Strong” name as a pun for Army’s recruiting slogan (“Army Strong”). GI Voice opened its doors as a drop-in coffee shop,
primarily for soldiers and veterans. The focus was always on providing direct action, education and advocacy, and resource
referral. However, running a good quality coffee shop took lots of time and resources.

Gl Voice moved out of its original coffee shop location to a nearby building that provided the necessary privacy and
space. However, without selling coffee we needed more funding to pay the rent. We continued to always make free coffee
available, and many homeless individuals enjoyed the hospitality.

Conrinued on Page 7
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Conrinued from Page 6:

The three major areas for Gl Voice summarized below -- (1) Education and Advocacy, (2) Community Engagement,
and (3) Resource Referral -- were not evenly distributed, as many veterans needed discharge upgrade help and assistance
in filing for Veterans Affairs disability compensation. Olympia FOR members Mark Fleming and Dennis Mills are two of
the truly independent accredited VA Claims Agents in Washington State. They volunteer their services on Fridays.

After several planning sessions with Gl Voice board members and volunteers, we decided to re-focus on GI Voice’s
founding principles: (1) Education and Advocacy, (2) Community Engagement, and (3) Resource Referral. We retired the
“Coffee Strong” name because GI Voice was no longer about coffee. The revitalized GI Voice’s three major areas are:

(1) Education and Advocacy: (2) Community Engagement: Orchestrate (3) Resource Referral: Pro-
Organize a veterans’ speakers with other peace and justice groups veteran vide GI’s and veterans
bureau on topics like racism involvement in regional and national ac- with connections to access
in the military, gender bias tions to promote justice and end imperial active duty rights and vet-
and military sexual assault, wars. Examples: (1) Climate justice ac- erans’ benefits, including
counter-recruitment, no child tions; (2) Anti-drone campaign; (3) Port re- discharge upgrades.
soldiers, militarism and police sistance; (4) Support for immigrant rights
culture, resource wars, and and restitution for the damage created by
military interventions. imperial wars; (5) Efforts to promote a liv-

ing wage for working class.

In addition, the local Olympia chapter of Veterans for Peace (Rachel Corrie Chapter 109) meets at the new location at
1:00 pm (note change of time) on the first Sunday of each month. VfP includes veterans and other folks.

We invite all of our friends to join us as your local “GI Voice!” We have limited office hours at the Security Building,
203 4th Ave. E. Suite 207 in downtown Olympia WA 98501. The phone number — (360) 352-6348 — is convenient.
We’ll soon have a new website and e-mail address, but for now you can e-mail mills.dennis@gmail.com

Does Olympia FOR have your current phone | | Would you like to recruit more FOR folks in our region to

number and e-mail address? Ifyou are not receiv- | | work with you on a relevant issue? The Western Washington
ing the few e-mails that Glen Anderson sends each month, FOR invites people to create Issue Action Groups (IAGs) for grassroots or-
please help us keep in touch. Call Olympia FOR at (360) 491- | | ganizing regionwide. Interested? Contact Glen Anderson (360) 491-9093
9093 or e-mail info@olympiafor.org. Thanks! glen@olympiafor.org for more information.

Conrinued from Page 1:

o FOR-Nods: Many people in our community work tirelessly for justice. Let’s thank a few of them. Join us in
reflection and a few laughs as we give a few folks a special nod.

e Friendship: Those people you haven’t seen in a while will be here — and so will those people you wanted to get to
know better. In fact, you’ll probably meet someone new! To give others have that chance, bring a friend, or several
of them!

e Elect Steering Committee members: Steering Committee incumbents Bev Bassett, Glen Anderson, Kerri Griffis,
Kristen Dahle, Marilyn Dungan and Rozanne Rants have terms continuing to May 31, 2017. Thanks to incumbents
Alex Daye, Audrey Daye, and Andrew Burgess, who are completing their service. Four incumbents are running for
re-election to terms through May 31, 2018: Bourtai Hargrove, Chris Carson, Holly Gwinn Graham, Kim Dobson.
The Nominating Committee is asking some additional persons, we will invite nominees from the floor. Kerri Griffis
is running for the two-year Co-Chair position, and Marilyn Dungan is running for the two-year Secretary position.
Thanks to the Nominating Committee (Glen Anderson, Rozanne Rants, and Kerri Griffis).

We’ll end by 8:30. Thanks to tonight’s Planning Committee members, Marilyn Dungan, Rozanne Rants, and Bev Bassett.
For more information contact Marilyn Dungan at 701-5980 marilynbdungan@gmail.com
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ConfrontinGg THe Climare Crisis

The Olympia Fellowship of Reconciliation’s “Confronting the Climate Crisis” group is vigorous and effective! Join our
exciting, productive meetings on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Olympia Center, 222 Columbia Street NW,
downtown Olympia. Info: (360) 352-6327 climate@olympiafor.org

We have fi rking gr , some of which meet separately in addition to our entire group’s monthly meetings:
o Direct Action: Rallies, demonstrations, artful activism, etc. Contact: Rod Tharp, smcrae@earthlink.net

o Divestment: Sell investments in fossil fuels! Contact: Bourtai Hargrove, bourtai3 1@gmail.com

o Legislation: e.g., Pass the carbon tax initiative, 1-732 Contact: Bourtai Hargrove, bourtai3 1@gmail.com
o Port of Olympia: Agriculture and solar, not fossil fuels. Contact: Beverly Bassett, bev@54321.com

e Positive Visions: Renewable energy, conservation, etc. Contact: Patricia Holm, pholm@gmail.com

Our “Confronting the Climate Crisis” group now has its own website, www.olyccc.org, whose home page says, in part:

Olympia Confront the Climate Crisis is dedicated to building a We can use your support to pass significant state and national
movement of ordinary people committed to preserving our carbon taxes; keep fossil fuel reserves in the ground; and persuade
planet’s livable climate. We have taken it upon ourselves to be-  our state and national representatives to fund public transporta-
come actively involved in solving the climate crisis by proposing  tion, conservation and renewable energy.
solutions, supporting creative ideas and keeping the remaining oil,

. Help us protect Washington's stunning environment from the
gas and coal reserves in the ground. ...

onslaught of plans by industry to move dirty coal and fracked oil

It’s time to rapidly transition from fossil fuels to renewable.  and gas from the interior of the country to our coast. Washing-
Don’t despair ... we just have to act now. tonians have a tremendous opportunity to provide national lead-
ership in the struggle to keep the remaining oil, gas and coal re-

Plug in, make a difference, and enjoy the satisfaction of work- :
sources in the ground.

ing with people who care about sustaining life on this Earth.

Break Free from Fossil Fuels from Wednesday May 4 through Sunday May 15, 2016: A global wave of mass actions
will target the world’s most dangerous fossil fuel projects in order to keep coal, oil and gas in the ground and accelerate the just
transition to 100% renewable energy. As part of this global campaign, a huge demonstration will blockade all of the entrances to March
Point (Anacortes, Skagit County WA), where Washington State’s two biggest oil refineries operate, by land and sea on Friday and
Saturday May 13 and 14. Training for kayakers and for people willing to be arrested is being planned, and so is transportation from
Olympia to Anacortes. Nationally, www.350.0rg is a major planner. Specifically, see www.breakfree2016.org Sign up at https://
actionnetwork.org/forms/break-free-pledge-form ?source=direct_link&

Several big coal projects - and coal companies - bite the dust: Declining demand for coal and massive opposition have
forced cancellation of several coal mining and exporting projects. Some coal companies are filing for bankruptcy. Also, in the past 12
months or so, 5 of the 6 biggest U.S. banks have committed to reducing their financing of coal projects. Cutting off the money supply
is another way to force the coal industry to cut way back. If you e-mail glen@olympiafor.org I'll send you links to some articles.

“Free trade” deals such as the World Trade Organization (WT0O) and NAFTA and the TPP are horrible for the
climate: Just recently the Obama Administration sued India to stop their job-creating solar program. The U.S. objected because India’s
program would produce the solar equipment in India and create jobs for India’s workers, not Americans. http://ecowatch.com
/2016/02/26/u-s-blocks-india-solar-plan-trade-rules/ Yes, “free trade” trumps EVERY other consideration. A few years ago the
Canadian province of Ontario passed a law to prohibit fracking. But a Canadian company wanted to frack under the St. Lawrence River,
so the Canadian company formed a U.S. affiliate in Delaware, so this “U.S.” company could use NAFTA to sue Canada for $250 million
to force it to override Ontario’s law and allow the company to frack under the river. To protect the climate we must also oppose
the TPP and the TTIP and all other “free trade” schemes!

The world’s carbon budget is only half as big as scientists thought: On February 26, 2016, www.ecowatch.com pub-
lished an article by Tim Radford of Climate News Network, reporting that we have much less wiggle room than scientists had thought.
“Instead of a range of permissible emissions estimates that ranged up to 2,390 billion tons from 2015 onwards, the very most humans
could release would be 1,240 billion tons.” Read the article at www.ecowatch.com/2016/02/26/world-carbon-budget/
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TELEVISION

Every month since February 1987 the Olympia Fellowship of Rec-
onciliation has produced one-hour TV programs on issues related
to peace, social justice, economics, the environment, and nonvio-
lence. The Olympia FOR’s program airs three times every week
for the entire month on Thurston Community Television (TCTV),
channel 22 for Thurston County’s cable TV subscribers. You can
see TCTV's schedule at www.tctv.net.

PROGRAMS

You can also watch the program described below (and more than 125
of our previous interview programs and special programs at the
Olympia FOR’s website, www.olympiafor.org. Simply click the TV pro-
grams link, scroll down, and click the program you want to watch. Many
of our website’s TV program listings also include links to documents de-
scribing the program in Word and/or .pdf format.

APRIL 2016
“Stories of Successful Work for Peace and Justice”

by Glen Anderson, producer and host of this TV series

A much more thorough descriprion of The program is posted on The “TV Programs” part of www.olympiafor.org

Too often we hear news of violence and oppression, but not
often enough do we hear about people who have acted boldly
and positively to correct the problems.

When all we hear is bad news, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed
and to become cynical. Learning about successful nonviolent
actions inspire and empower us to continue.

This month’s program is informative, inspiring and empow-
ering. Jody Mackey and Bob Zeigler share stories of people
who have acted boldly and nonviolently for peace, social jus-

MAY

tice, and the well-being of the human community. These sto-
ries come from many parts of the world. Some happened long
ago, and some only recently.

Jody and Bob also share a few personal experiences and
wise insights they have gained from this inspiring track record
of nonviolent action.

Our April 2016 TV program proves that nonviolence is not
a nice-sounding platitude or a glib abstraction, but is actually a
powerful way to make positive social and political change.

2016

“Vietnam War:  What REALLY Happened?”

by Glen Anderson, producer and host of this TV series

In mid-April we'll post A more thorough descriprion of the program on the “TV Programs” part of www.olympiafor.org

People who are powerful enough to write about history tend
to write about it from their own perspective. Sometimes they
have an ax to grind. Right now the Pentagon is spending millions
of dollars publicizing its own distorted version of what the U.S.
military did in Vietnam and SE Asia half a century ago.

Yes, it is that long ago. People who have first-hand memo-
ries — military veterans and peace movement organizers — are
aging, but the Pentagon always has a fresh supply of our tax dol-
lars for its propaganda. Yes, the Pentagon is waging an expen-
sive propaganda campaign.

The Olympia FOR’s May 2016 TV pro-
gram will feature two very knowledgeable
Vietnam veterans — Mark Fleming and
Larry Kerschner — who will set the record
straight with information that many Ameri-
cans never knew or have long forgotten.
Far beyond their own first-hand experi-
ences, they will lay out the U.S. govern-
ment’s history of deception and militariza-
tion that led up to the war and that has con-
tinued during and since.
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Calendar for April - May 2016

Events sponsored by FOR are preceded by the symbol FOR.
Phone Numbers ARe in (760) unless otherwise Noted.
Events ourside of Thurston County have Their locations underlined.
TCTV programs use cable channel 22 in Thurston County.

EVERY WEEK:

Every Monday through Friday from 5:00 to 6:00 am:
“Democracy Now” with Amy Goodman on TCTV ca-
ble channel 22 in Thurston County. (For a number of years the
Olympia FOR has provided financial support for TCTV’s airing
of “Democracy Now.”)

Every Mon through Fri from 9:00 to 10:00 am: Amy
Goodman’s “Democracy Now,” KAOS 89.3 FM

FOR Every Monday at 1:30 pm: Olympia FOR’s
program on TCTV, cable channel 22 in Thurston
County — or watch it at any time on your com-
puter through www.olympiafor.org: APRIL:
“Stories of Peace, Nonviolence, Social Justice.”
MAY: “Vietham War: What REALLY Hap-
pened?” -- See descriptions and watch the programs through
www.olympiafor.org/tv_programs.htm or watch on TCTV.
Info: Glen Anderson 491-9093 glen@olympiafor.org

Every Monday through Friday from 4:00 to 5:00 pm:
“Democracy Now” with Amy Goodman on TCTV ca-
ble channel 22 in Thurston County. (For a number of years the
Olympia FOR has provided financial support for TCTV’s airing
of “Democracy Now.”)

Every Monday through Friday from 5:00 to 5:30 pm:
Free Speech Radio News on KAOS 89.3 FM

Every Monday at 5:00 pm: Veterans for Peace airs a
locally produced program on TCTV. Info: Dennis Mills 867-1487
mills.dennis@gmail.com and www.vfp109rcc.org

FOR Every Wednesday from 12:00 noon to 1:00
pm: Peace Vigil in NW corner of Sylvester Park (at Legion
& Capitol Way) has persisted since March 5, 1980. Please come
for all or part of the hour to witness in a friendly way for peace
and nonviolence. We provide plenty of signs. Info: glen@
olympiafor.org 491-9093 www.olympiafor.org/vigils.htm

FOR Every Wednesday at 5:00 pm: Olympia FOR’s
program on TCTV, cable channel 22 in Thurston County -
or watch it at any time on your computer through
www.olympiafor.org. APRIL: “Stories of Peace,
Nonviolence, Social Justice.” MAY: “Vietham
War: What REALLY Happened?” -- See descriptions
and watch the programs through www.olympiafor

.org/tv_programs.htm and watch programs on TCTV. Info:
Glen Anderson 491-9093 glen@oly mpiafor.org

Every Wednesday at 5:00 pm: Hear “Talk Nation Ra-
dio” on KAOS-FM 89.3: This 29-minute radio program
offers politically progressive programs through the Pacifica
Network. Info: http://davidswanson.org/talknationradio

Every Thursday from 12:00 to 1:00 pm: Kim Dob-
son’s “Parallel University” on KAOS 89.3 FM interviews
knowledgeable, interesting experts on peace, social justice, the
environment, progressive politics, and other alternative view-
points. Info: Kim Dobson. 951-4382, parralleluniversity @ya-
hoo.com, https://www.facebook.com/pages/Parallel-Uni-
versity-Radio-Show/148750248532028) See list of current
and past topics and guests. Listen locally at 89.3 FM or at
www .kaosradio.org

Every Thursday from 4 to 5 pm: Cop Watch volun-
teers invite you to connect with local efforts to
monitor police behavior: Cop Watch’s concerned citi-
zens are available to hear your stories and strengthen local ef-
forts. Come to Traditions Café, 5" & Water, Olympia.

Every Thursday at 8:00 pm: Veterans for Peace airs
a locally produced program on TCTV. Info: Dennis Mills 867-
1487 mills.dennis@gmail.com and www.vfp109rcc.org

FOR Every Thursday at 9:00 pm: Olympia FOR’s pro-
gram on TCTV, cable channel 22 in Thurston County — or
watch it at any time on your computer through www.olym-
piafor.org: APRIL: “Stories of Peace, Nonvio-
lence, Social Justice.” MAY: “Vietham War:
What REALLY Happened?” -- See descriptions and
watch the programs through www.olympiafor.org/tv_pro-
grams.htm and watch programs on TCTV. Info: Glen Anderson
491-9093 glen@olympiafor.org

Every Friday from 8:30 to 10:30 am: The Housing
Justice Project can help low-income tenants:
From 8:30 to 10:30 am Thurston County Volunteer Legal Ser-
vices presents the Housing Justice Project at the Thurston
County Superior Courthouse, Bldg. 2, 2000 Lakeridge Drive SW,
Olympia. They offer landlord/tenant advice for the tenants, un-
lawful detainer docket representation, and help for mobile
home owners with complaints about rules violations, notices
from landlords or park owners and mobile home eviction cases.
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Call 705-8194 for information or to schedule an appointment.
For immediate legal information call toll-free (888) 201-1014
between 9:15 am and 12:15 pm Monday through Friday.

FOR Every Friday from 4:30to 6:00 pm: Peace Vigil
at Percival Landing's south end, 4" & Water, downtown. Please
join us for whatever length of time you can. We provide plenty
of signs. The Artesian Rumble Arkestra street band joins us at
5:00 with lively music to support our vigill The Olympia FOR
has sponsored this since November 1998. Info: 491-9093
glen@olympiafor.org www.olympiafor.org/vigils.htm and
www .oly-wa.us/artesianrumble

Every Friday from 5:00 to 6:00 pm: “Women in
Black” Silent Vigil for Peace on the south side of W 4t
Ave near the fountain. Women only. Please wear all black. They
provide a few signs. Since 1988 “Women in Black” has been a
loose network of women worldwide opposed to war and vio-
lence. Info: Rosemary Barnhart 866-7589 rosemary.b@com-
cast.net

Every Friday night: Pier Peer at Boston Harbor:
Look under the water at night! Pier Peer at Boston Har-
bor Marina is a nighttime underwater lighting event. The start-
ing time varies by season. Peer below the waters of south Puget
Sound and discover the lives of mysterious and beautiful crea-
tures. Jellyfish, colorful sea slugs, predatory worms, seals chas-
ing squid, and more visit us at the underwater lights. Learn
about the animals of Puget Sound and see them like you never
have before! Please bring your own flashlight (one per person
is ideal), wear non-slip shoes and dress for the weather.
$10/person age 12 or older. Each between child 6 and 11 must
be accompanied by an adult. Bring a life vest for your child if
you have one or use one the marina has available. It’s at Boston
Harbor Marina, 312 73rd Ave NE, Olympia 98506. Sponsor:

South Sound Estuary Association. Info: 915-0773 cen-
ter@sseacenter.org www.sseacenter.org You must sign
up in advance at www.sseacenter.org/pier-peer If any Fri-
day’s event is canceled due to weather or low registration, all
registered participants will be notified by email and offered a
space at an upcoming event.

FOR Every Saturday from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm:

Peace Vigil in Centralia on the edge of Washington Park
at Locust & Pearl in downtown Centralia. Sponsor: Lewis
County’s “Fire Mountain” FOR chapter. Info: June Butler 748-
9658 or Larry Kerschner 880-4741 larry @peacepoet.me

Every Saturday from 1:00 to 3:30 pm: Vigil for im-

migrants’ rights at the Northwest Detention Cen-
ter in Tacoma: Join with other concerned people for the
weekly vigil at the Northwest Detention Center (1623 East | St.),
Tacoma, from 1:00 to 3:30 pm. This privately owned, profit-
making prison for immigrants provides poor care and is part of
the systemic injustice in U.S. immigration policy. Participants
bring coffee, sandwiches, juice and special snacks and toys for

children. Info: Nancy Farrell nfarrellwa@gmail.com

Every Saturday at 2:00 pm: Veterans for Peace airs

a locally produced program on TCTV. Info: Dennis Mills 867-
1487 mills.dennis@gmail.com and www.vfp109rcc.org

Every Sat and Sun: The South Sound Estuarium, a

marine life discovery center, 309 State Ave NE, Olym-
pia, is open from 11 am to 4 pm every Saturday and Sunday.
Regular admission $5 for a family, $3 per individual adult, $1
for children 17 and younger, and free for association members.
Also, you may schedule group visits during the week by ap-
pointment only. Info: Leihla 888-0565 www.sseacenter.word
press.com

SPECIFIC DATES

Now through April 10: Matching gift for donations
to Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Jus-
tice: A dedicated supporter has offered $12,500 as a
matching grant. If — by April 10 (Rachel’s birthday) — we can
equal this amount through your grassroots contributions, we
will also receive the generous matching gift. Whatever you can
do will help us achieve this goal and maximize our work for
peace with justice. Donate through www.rachelcorriefoun-
dation.org or mail a check to Rachel Corrie Foundation for
Peace and Justice, 203 4™ Ave E, Suite 402, Olympia WA 98501.

FOR Now through Thurs March 31: “Support an
Effective Public Sector” -- The Olympia FOR’s
March TV program airs three times a week all month long
on TCTV channel 22 for Thurston County’s cable subscribers.
You can watch it through Olympia FOR's website and read a
very thorough summary and much more information at www.
olympiafor.org/tv_programs.htm

Sign up well in advance for faith-based activities re-

lated to Climate Action Week from April 15 to 24
at your local level and beyond: Celebrations, sermons,
service projects, events, and nature walks will be held, all week,
around the signing of the landmark Paris Climate Accord in New
York City at the United Nations. Interfaith Power and Light
(www.interfaithpowerandlight.org) invites you to sign up
for information and resources.

FOR Fri April 1:  Sparky and Rhonda Rucker sing

and tell stories from the American folk tradition,
including the Civil Rights era. If you mention the
Fellowship of Reconciliation at the door, Tradi-
tions Café’ will donate $5 from your ticket to the
Olympia FOR: They are internationally recognized as lead-
ing musicians, authors, and storytellers. They accompany them-
selves with fingerstyle picking and bottleneck blues guitar,
blues harmonica, old-time banjo, piano, spoons, and bones.
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During fifty years of performing, Sparky and Rhonda have per-
formed at many prominent venues and broadcasts. They will
perform at 8:00 pm tonight at Traditions Café & World Folk
Art, 5" & Water SW, in downtown Olympia. Traditions’ owner,
Dick Meyer, says that if you mention the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation at the door Traditions will donate $5 of your ticket
donation to the Olympia FOR. For dinner reservations, please
call ahead: 705-2819. Info: www.traditionsfairtrade.com

Fri April 1: Celebrate water, earth and music at this

benefit for Friendly Water for the World: Although
April 1 is April Fool's Day, there is nothing foolish about the
need for clean drinking water. Today is midway between World
Water Day and Earth Day, so celebrate both elements that make
life possible, and help raise funds for this vital Olympia-based
project that helps people in poor nations create their own clean
water projects. Enjoy culinary chef d-oeuvres, a cash wine bar,
and live Gypsy Jazz music by Swing 49 It runs from 6:30 to
10 pm at the Woman's Club of Olympia, 10" & Washington.
Tickets are $30/single or $50/couple. Buy tickets from
www.friendlywater.net/events or call (360) 918-3642

Sat April 2: The “Economics for Everyone” group

continues its discussion of a book about the
Black Panther Party from 1 to 3 pm at the Mixx-96 room
at the SW corner of State & Washington, downtown Olympia.
The local “Economics for Everyone” group reads and discusses
books. Today is Part 2 of a discussion of Black Against Em-
pire. “In Oakland, California, in 1966, community college stu-
dents Bobby Seale and Huey Newton armed themselves, began
patrolling the police, and promised to prevent police brutality.
Unlike the Civil Rights Movement that called for full citizenship
rights for blacks within the U.S., the Black Panther Party re-
jected the legitimacy of the U.S. government and positioned it-
self as part of a global struggle against American imperialism.
In the face of intense repression, the Party flourished, becom-
ing the center of a revolutionary movement with offices in 68
U.S. cities and powerful allies around the world.” Facebook
event: https://www.facebook.com/events/68405 129
8364652/

Sun April 3: Brunch and poems: On the first Sunday

each month Media Island International (MII) hosts a benefit
brunch from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm to raise visibility and funds
for a local non-profit organization. April is National Poetry
Month, so join MIl and the Old Growth Poetry Collective for
brunch food and spoken word poetry performances. Enjoy a
simple, tasty brunch and donate a voluntary amount rather than
a fixed price. Half of the funds raised will help send a team
from Olympia to this summer’s National Poetry Slam in Decatur,
Georgia. Media Island is at 816 Adams Street SE (just east
across Adams Street from Olympia's downtown library). If you
need a handicap entrance, use the alley behind it, accessible
from 9th Ave SE.

Sun April 3: Olympia Food Coop’s Working Member

Appreciation Day at the West Side location at N. Rogers
NW & Bowman NW. Info: www.olympiafood.coop

Sun April 3: Veterans for Peace (Olympia’s chapter

109) invites veterans and others to their monthly
meeting at their pew time from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the GI
Voice office’s new location in the Security Building, 203 4th
Ave East, Suite 207, in downtown Olympia. Info: Dennis Mills
867-1487 mills.dennis@gmail.com and www.vfp109rcc.org

FOR Mon April 4: “Stories of Successful Work for

Peace, Nonviolence, Social Justice.” -- Olympia
FOR’s April TV program debuts at 1:30 pm this
afternoon on TCTV cable channel 22 in Thurston
County. You can ALREADY watch it it at our
website, www.olympiafor.org See description and
watch the program through www.olympiafor.org/tv_pro-
grams.htm and watch programs on TCTV cable channel 22 in
Thurston County WA. Info: glen@olympiafor.org 491-9093

Mon April 4: Bill McKibben: Keeping Fossil Fuel Un-

derground Where it Belongs: This May marks a world-
wide mobilization called Break Free; one of the five US actions
will be right here in Washington State. McKibben will offer an
update from the global front lines about the fights that will de-
termine just how overheated the earth will get; he'll also touch
on the “sheer, profound, and unparalleled evil” of Exxon's al-
most forty-year cover-up of the catastrophic risks of burning
of fossil fuels, and how decades of behavior like this have left
us with no choice but to join the fossil fuel resistance, insisting
that our leaders start shutting down dangerous fossil fuel pro-
jects and supporting the necessary--most ambitious--climate so-
lutions. 7:00 pm in the Great Hall, Town Hall Seattle, 1119 8th
Ave, Seattle 98101. Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for students
and others on tight budgets. Special VIP reception at 6:00 costs
$60. Tickets available at http://billmckibben.brownpaper-
tickets.com/

FOR Tues April 5: Olympia FOR’s book discussion

group has been meeting on each month’s first Tuesday month
for several years. For tonight, read a book about one or
more American women in who have been leaders or accom-
plished things in our national political life — and plan to
spend a few minutes summarizing the book you read. Meet
at 6:00 pm at the home of Jim Bellinger, 1515 Tullis St NE, just
a bit north of San Francisco Street NE. Info: (360) 359-2212,
jimabellinger@comcast.net

Tues April 5: Sierra Club South Sound’s monthly

meeting: Meet at the Mekong Restaurant, 125 Columbia St
NW (SW corner at State Ave), downtown Olympia. Order
food at 5:30 pm for meeting at 6:00 pm. Info: Phyllis Farrell,
phyllisfarrell68 1@hotmail.com and http://www .sierraclub.
org /washington/south-sound-group

Tues April 5 through Mon April 18 (especially Sat

16™ to Mon 18"): Global Days of Action to Cut
Military Spending: The relatively new but savvy non-
profit org “World Beyond War” encourages everyone to take
part in this worldwide effort. Their website www.worldbe-
yondwar.org offers resources for planning local events.
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Thurs April 7: Tim DeChristopher: “Wielding the

Power of Vulnerability” — Tim DeChristopher, as Bidder
70, disrupted an illegitimate Bureau of Land Management oil
and gas auction in December of 2008, by outbidding oil compa-
nies for parcels in Utah. His actions and 21 month imprison-
ment propelled him to prominently spread the urgency of the
climate crisis and the need for bold, confrontational action in
order to create a just and healthy world. Tim used his prosecu-
tion as an opportunity to organize the climate justice organiza-
tion Peaceful Uprising in Salt Lake City, and most recently, the
Climate Disobedience Center. 7:00 pm at First Unitarian
Church, 1211 SW Main St. Portland OR. Lecture tickets ($5-20)
available at www .firstunitarianportland.org or at the door.

B \Ds Wolt Bigh NISQUALLY REACH

NATURE CENTER

S 5 % - ——e

Fri April 8: “Stories of Where Waters Meet and Life
Abounds” — Enjoy Heartsparkle Players’ amaz-
ing improvisational “playback theater” at 7:30 pm
at Traditions Café, 5™ & Water, downtown Olympia. Typically
they collaborate with a local non-profit organization. This
month they collaborate with Nisqually Reach Nature Center
(NRNC). NRNC has been offering estuarine environmental edu-
cation at Luhr Beach since 1982. Suggested donation is $7-$12,
but nobody will be turned away for lack of money. Info:
www.heartsparkle.org 943-6772 Info about this month’s
group:  Daniel Hull, NRNC's Exec.Dir., (360) 790-0547;
nrnc@nisquallyestuary.org www.nisquallyestuary.org

Sat April 9: Join with RESULTS in fighting hunger

and poverty worldwide: Participate in the global webi-
nar at 10:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month. Info:
olyresults@gmail.com

Sat April 9: Citizens Climate Lobby Meeting: This

non-profit, non-partisan, grassroots advocacy organization fo-
cuses on national policies to address climate change. In order
to generate the political will necessary for passage of our Car-
bon Fee and Dividend proposal we train and support volunteers
to engage elected officials, the media and the public. 9:30-
11:30 am in Room 200 of the Olympia Center, 222 Columbia St

NW, downtown Olympia. Info: Stuart Chisholm stu-
art.chisholm@cbolympia.com and David Foutch dfoutch
@blarg.net and www.citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/
WA_Olympia

Sun April 10: CopWatch training from 3 to 5 pm at Ob-
sidian, 414 4" Ave E, downtown Olympia.

FOR Sun April 10: Tacoma FOR informs us about
nuclear power: Fran Hall, Tacoma FOR member, will speak
on nuclear power issues — including those in Washington State
- that many people do not know about. Beware of small nu-
clear power devices that are being proposed as alternatives to
much larger plants that the public opposes. Tacoma FOR’s busi-
ness meeting will run from 3:15 to 4:00, the program will begin
at 4:00, and a potluck dinner will begin at 5:30. Tacoma FOR
meets at Tacoma Friends Meeting House, 2508 S. 39 (off 38t
Street, north of Tacoma Mall). Info: David Lambert (253) 759-
2280 lambertdavid39@gmail.com

Tues April 12: Thurston County’s chapter of the Na-
tional Organization for Women (NOW) also
serves adjacent Mason, Lewis and Grays Harbor
counties: 5:30-7:00 pm at Traditions Café, 5" & Water,
downtown Olympia. Visitors are welcome! Info: Linda 357-
7272 Iryh@hotmail.com

Tues April 12: Olympia Science Café meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month to provide an informal atmosphere
where people with and without scientific background can meet
to deepen their understanding of interesting topics in science
and technology. 7:00 pm at Orca Books, 509 East 4th Avenue,
352-0123 www.orcabooks.com Info: about Olympia Science
Café: John Weiss, jweiss@stmartin.edu 412-6102

FOR Wed April 13: Olympia FOR’s Steering Com-
mittee meets from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at Kim Dobson’s home
in NE Olympia. All Olympia FOR folks are welcome. Info: 491-
9093 info@olympiafor.org

Thurs April 14: Thurston County Coalition Against
Trafficking works to prevent human trafficking:
6:00 to 7:30 pm at a NEW LOCATION, the Family Support Cen-
ter, 201 Capitol Way N, downtown Olympia. Info: Linda Malan-
chuk-Finnan Iryh@hotmail.com 360-357-7272 More info:
Www.waengage.com

Thurs April 14: Introduction to Nonviolent Commu-
nication — “Communicating to Connect” -- Liv Mon-
roe’s excellent workshops (“Communicating to Connect”) offer
hope and practical communication tools to increase under-
standing, respect, honesty and fun. You can change from furi-
ous to curious — and you can change from shame and blame to
understanding and compassion. Her workshops are based on
Marshall Rosenberg’s “Nonviolent Communication” process,
which helps people resolve conflicts with other people in our
daily lives and in the larger community. It also helps people
resolve their own internal conflicts and increase personal hap-
piness. Tonight's workshop is 6:45-9:00 pm in the cafeteria on
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the ground floor of Lincoln Elementary School, 21 Ave SE and
SE Washington Street. (Park and enter from around the south
end on Washington Street.) Free, but donations are appreci-
ated. Info: Liv Monroe livmonroe@gmail.com 357-4503

Thurs April 14: The Thurston Climate Action Team
invites people to their monthly meetings: TCAT
does good, practical work to protect the climate, especially in-
teracting with governments and the Thurston Regional Planning
Council. TCAT is also looking for ways to fund local climate
efforts. 7:00 pm at Traditions Café, 5™ & Water, downtown
Olympia. Info: Graeme Sackrison 791-8376 or Tom Crawford,
tom@thurstonclimateaction.org 280-0242

Thurs-Mon April 14-18: School of the Americas —
Spring Days of Action in Washington DC: Join the
SOA Watch folks for this annual long weekend of direct action,
art, workshops, and lobbying to confront U.S. imperialism and
xenophobia. Register through www.soaw.org

Fri April 15: Stop governmental corruption: Today
is “Representation Day,” an annual nationwide day of
action to build grassroots support for the growing movement
to fix our corrupt political system. Local communities — across
the geographical and political spectra — have passed Anti-Cor-
ruption Acts. Info: www.represent.us/action/repday 16
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People say ISIS is the wealthiest terrorist group ever, with $2 billion. In
the chart ahove, the ISIS column is of negligent height, followed hy the
gigantic Pentagon column and relatively small amounts for China, Saudi

Arabia, Russia, the UK, France and Germany. See this calendar item:

Fri April 15: David Swanson speaks about “War Is
a Lie” - The recently updated version of his excellent book
makes a strong case. War Is A Lieés a thorough refutation of
every major argument used to justify wars, drawing on evi-
dence from numerous past wars, with a focus on those that
have been most widely defended as just and good. This is a
handbook of sorts, an engaging, always informative manual
that can be used to debunk future lies before the wars they’re
deployed to justify have any chance to begin. For this edition
of the book, the original 2010 version has been updated and
expanded with material on lessons from the United States’ most
recent wars, more pointers on what can be done to end war-
making, and an epilogue that analyzes new trends in war lying

and in resistance to it. David Swanson is a respected peace ex-
pert who is worth reading — and hearing tonight at 7:30 pm at
Town Hall Seattle, 1119 8™ Ave (& Seneca), downtown. Sign
up: https://www.facebook.com/events/1676558549291264/

Fri April 15 to Thurs April 21: FILM: Michael
Moore’s “Where to Invade Next” is an expansive, rib-
tickling, and subversive comedy in which director Michael
Moore, playing the role of “invader,” visits a host of nations to
learn how the U.S. could improve its own prospects. The crea-
tor of Fahremeit 9/11 and Bowling for Columbin& back
with this hilarious and eye-opening call to arms. Turns out the
solutions to America’s most entrenched problems already ex-
isted in the world — they’re just waiting to be co-opted. Fri 15%
at 6:30 pm; Sat 16 at 9:00 pm; Sun 17 at 5:00 pm; Tues 19
at 9:00 pm; Wed 20™ at 6:30 pm; Thurs 215 at 4:00 and 9:00
pm at Olympia Film Society in Capitol Theater, 206 5™ Ave SE,
downtown Olympia. Info: www.olympiafilmsociety.org

Fri April 15 to Sun April 24: Faith-based activities
related to Climate Action Week: Resources are
available for you to use: A variety of events will be held
in many places to follow up from the Paris Climate Accord. Info
and resources: www .interfaith-power-light.myshopify.com

FOR Sat April 16: “Acting on Our Values to
Overcome Fear” -- Western Washington FOR’s
18" Annual Spring Assembly: See article on page
1 of Olympia FOR’s April-May newsletter and the Flyer/Pre-
Registration Form at www.wwfor.org and www.olym-
piafor.org It’s in West Seattle. Info + carpooling: Glen An-
derson (360) 491-9093 glenanderson@integra.net

Sat April 16: Race Against Trafficking: 5K fun run
to raise awareness and money for education pro-
grams to keep youth safe and stop exploitation:
This fun run starts at Tumwater Historical Park at 9 am. It is
sponsored by the Thurston County Coalition Against Traffick-
ing (TCCAT). Register at http://www.waengage.com/tccat

Sat April 16: Join with Olympia’s part of the non-
profit org RESULTS in fighting poverty and hun-
ger worldwide: RESULTS is a movement of passionate,
committed everyday people learning to use our voices to influ-
ence political decisions that will bring an end to poverty in the
U.S. and around the world. Together we are creating a culture
of diversity, trust and inclusivity where everyone has the
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power and opportunity to use their voice to change the world.
Olympia’s RESULTS monthly Education and Action meeting is
today from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Info: olyresults@gmail
.com and www.results.org

Sat April 16: Benefit for “Citizens for a Healthy Bay”

to protect Tacoma’s waterfront from polluting
methanol plants, etc.: “Citizens for a Healthy Bay” does
excellent work to inform and mobilize people to protect Ta-
coma’s environment and earth’s climate. This event is rather
pricey ($130/person), but it’s classy and for a worthy cause.
Enjoy the benefit & auction with entertainment, complimentary
drinks, hors d’oeuvres, and a plated entrée by Pacific Grill. It’s
at the Foss Waterway Seaport, 705 Dock Street, Tacoma
98402. Info: www.healthybay.org Tickets: www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/2511858

Sat April 16: Olympia Peace Choir Annual Benefit

Concert will support Interfaith Works’ Emer-
gency Overnight Shelter and Warming Center:
Enjoy the Olympia Peace Choir’s great uplifting music and raise
funds for a worthy cause at the same time! 7:00 pm at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd, 1601 North St. SE, Olympia
98501 (south from Olympia High School’s athletic area). Dona-
tions will be taken at the door, and a silent auction also will be
available. Interfaith Works of Thurston County does great
work for social justice and interfaith relationships. Info: Naki
Stevens, IW’s Program Coordinator, 360-357-7224, naki@in-
terfaith-works.org, and www.interfaith-works.org

Mon April 18: Income Tax Day is on Monday the 18t

this year. Are you troubled about paying taxes
for war? Contact the National War Tax Resistance Coordi-
nating Committee (NWTRCC), www.nwtrcc.org, e-mail them
at nwtrcc@nwtrcc.org, or call (718) 768-3420, or toll-free
(800) 269-7464

Tues April 19 to Thurs May 12: Four or five dele-

gates from our sister community, Santo Tomas,
Nicaragua, will visit Olympia. The Thurston-Santo
Tomas Sister County Association (TSTSCA) has enjoyed many
community exchanges during our 27-year sister-community re-
lationship with Santo Tomds, Chontales, Nicaragua. Since 1988,
more than 150 people from Thurston County have visited Santo
Toméds, and 31 tomasinos have visited Olympia. Some of this
spring’s guests are connected with their local school, which is a
sister-school with Olympia’s Lincoln Elementary, some are with
the health clinic that we help, and some connect with our col-
lege scholarship program there. We need volunteers for these
three weeks of events. See some information later in this cal-
endar, and get onto their e-mail list for scheduled events. Basic
info: www.oly-wa.us/tstsca Get onto e-mail list for coming
events: tstsca@gmail.com

FOR Wed April 20: “Confronting the Climate Cri-

sis”: Olympia FOR’s vigorous group meets on the
third Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 at the Olym-
pia Center, 222 Columbia St. NW, downtown. Info: (360) 352-

6327 climate@olympiafor.org www.olympiafor.org/Cli-
mate_Crisis.html

FOR Thurs April 21: Global Days of Listening: Par-

ticipate in this monthly worldwide conversation
for peace: The opportunity in Olympia is at the home of
Chuck Schultz and Rozanne Rants very early this morning (4:30-
7:30 am), which is from 5 to 8 pm Kabul, Afghanistan time. Re-
cent guests have included Dr. Erica Chenoweth, Elliot Adams,
and Kathy Kelly. The Afghan Peace Volunteers’ #Enough!
Campaign was launched during the GDoL conversation on Sept.
21, 2015, the International Day of Peace. The #Enough! Cam-
paign is a multi-year/24/7 project that connects projects of the
Afghan Peace Volunteers: their ongoing Street Kids School of
Kabul and The Duvet Project, which are in their 2nd and 4th
years of operation, respectively. Info: Doug Mackey (360) 915-
6757 dougwmackey @yahoo.com and www.globaldaysof-
listening.org

Thurs April 21: Climate Solutions’ 18" Annual Re-

ception in Olympia: Guest speaker will be Jeff Johnson,
President of the WA State Labor Council, AFL-CIO. 5:00-8:00
pm at the Heritage Room, Legion SW & SW Water Street near
Capitol Lake. Starts 5 pm with hors d’oeuvres from Water-
street Café and wine and beer. Mingle until about 6:15pm, and
hear brief presentations. End at 8 pm. This is Climate Solutions’
main fundraising event in Olympia. It helps to support their
efforts for climate and clean energy. RSVP www .climatesolu-
tions.org/events/climate-solutions-18th-annual-reception

Thurs April 21: “Communicating Environmental

Justice” is the theme for the 27" Annual Rachel
Carson Forum at The Evergreen State College:
Three great speakers will discuss their experiences with envi-
ronmental justice from their career viewpoints, with Q&A. This
is sponsored by Evergreen’s Masters of Environmental Studies
Association. Tabling will run from 5:30 to 6:15. Speakers and
Q&A will run from 6:30 to 9:00 pm. It’s all at the Recital Hall,
Communications Building, The Evergreen State College, 2700
Evergreen Pkwy NW, Olympia 98502. Info: Madeline Goodwin
madeline.goodwin@gmail.com

Thurs April 21: Justice Not Jails: People are working to

reform various aspects of our criminal “justice” system in hu-
mane ways. Our local “Justice Not Jails” groups meets at 7:00
pm the third Thursday evening of each month at the Olympia
Unitarian-Universalist Congregation, 2315 Division St NW,
Olympia. Info: Steve Tilley tilley5000@gmail.com

FOR Thurs April 21: Watch and discuss the film

“Cowspiracy” about livestock’s harm to ecosys-
tems: Lewis County Community Conversations (sponsored by
our FOR chapter there and our local Veterans for Peace chapter
#109) will show this film and facilitate a friendly conversation
afterward. Methane, water, and other environmental factors
in cattle farming are major factors in environmental and climate
damage. 7:00-9:00 pm at the First United Methodist Church,
506 S. Washington Ave, Centralia 98531. Everyone is invited
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and welcome to share their thoughts. Info: Larry Kerschner
360-880-4741 larry @peacepoet.me

Fri April 22: Earth Day: See www.earthday.org

Fri-Sat April 22-23: Arts Walk Friday evening and
Saturday in downtown Olympial

Fri-Sat April 22-23: 2"d Annual Social Justice Bloc
Party at the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural: Enjoy
this solidarity event on Friday evening from 6 to 10 pm and on
Saturday from 12 noon to 8 pm. It’s in the parking areas near
the gigantic mural at the SW corner of Capitol Way & State Av-
enue in downtown Olympia. The Social Justice Bloc Party brings
together visual art, music, food, workshops and community to
celebrate the culture of resistance that strengthens our move-
ments for collective liberation. This event brings organizations
“off the wall” and into direct relationship with each other and
the greater community to support building relationships across
movements, issues, cultures and great distances. This project
is in solidarity with Palestinian people and other struggles
against borders, incarceration and deportation with a vision of
liberation from the violence inflicted by militarism, colonialism,
racism and capitalism. It will include several special events.
Info:  Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice,
www.rachelcorriefoundation.org

Fri April 22: Luminary Procession the night before
the Procession of the Species: The Luminary Proces-
sion starts at 9:30 pm in downtown Olympia: Info: www.pro-
cession.org

FOR Fri April 22 and beyond: Arts Walk will in-
clude some peaceljustice-related art by local
kids: Every year Olympia FOR member Kristen Dahle arranges
for kids’ art to be displayed at Buck’s Fifth Avenue windows,
209 5% Ave SE, downtown Olympia. Each year has a theme re-
lated somehow to peace or justice. The artists are students at
Olympic View Elementary School.

Sat April 23: Procession of the Species starts at
4:30 pm in downtown Olympia: Info: www.proces-
sion.org

Sun April 24: Support the Dispute Resolution
Center of Thurston County: Celebrate the DRC's 25t
anniversary! Raise funds for their future toward a compassion-
ate and connected community! Join them in toasting the DRC’s
Founding Director, Evan Ferber, as he retires at the end of this
year. Reservations are required for this 3:00-5:00 pm at the
Red Lion Hotel, so you must RSVP to attend: evraden-
burgh@mediatethurston.org

Sun April 24: “emma's revolution” — Hear this bold, pro-
found, moving, hilarious, transformative duo from Washington
DC. Pat Humphries and Sandy O are respected activists as well
as musicians. They bring their uprising of truth, hope and a
dash of healthy irreverence to concerts and peace, justice, la-
bor, enviro, LGBTQ and women's rights events across the US

and abroad. 7:00 pm at Traditions Café, 5" & Water, Olympia,
705-2819. Tickets: $18, Student/low income: $12.

Thurs April 28: Dine Out for AIDS: Some restaurants are
devoting part of their sales to AIDS services. On participating
restaurant is Traditions Café, 5" & Water, downtown Olympia.

Thurs April 28: Rotary Interact Club International
Dinner: Come see a variety of performances, including our
visitors from Santo Tomads, Nicaragua, at this International Din-
ner that brings together students, parents, and community
members to address current issues impacting Thurston County
and the world. Tickets are a suggested donation of $7. This
year, donations will benefit the Tronie Foundation, which is a
survivor-led organization that advocates on behalf of those at
risk of exploitation, human trafficking, and slavery worldwide.
6:00-8:00 pm at Olympia High School Cafeteria, 1302 North
Street SE, Olympia). Info: Rachel 951-7355

Thurs April 28: “Living Wage” is the topic for to-
night’s public forum sponsored by League of
Women Voters of Thurston County: 6:30 pm at Tra-
ditions Café, 5" & Water SW. Info: www.lwvthurston.org

Thurs April 28: Solar in WA State and Energy Effi-
ciency Programs: Learn about federal tax credit and state
incentive update, new solar technologies, and services and re-
bates for energy efficiency home improvements and appliances.
6:00 light refreshments & social time; 6:30-8:00 program at
Eastside Urban Farm & Garden Center, 2326 4th Ave E, Olympia.
$5.00 donation requested if you're not a member of the NW
EcoBuilding  Guild. Info: barb@scavezze.com and
www.ecobuilding.org/olympia

Sat April 30: A Night with Nicaraguan Neighbors:
Stories, Dinner, and Dancing: TSTSCA supports edu-
cational projects in Santo Tomds, Nicaragua including a public
library, free lunch program, college scholarships, and a sister-
school connection between Lincoln Elementary and Escuela
Rubén Dario. Come learn from our visitors who themselves en-
gage with these projects as students, educators, and commu-
nity organizers. 6:00-10:00 pm at the Woman’s Club, 1002
Washington St SE, Olympia. Contact tstsca@gmail.com for
updates about this evening, including dinner and dancing.

Sun May 1: Brunch to benefit alocal non-profit org:
On the first Sunday each month Media Island International (MII)
hosts a benefit brunch from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm to raise visi-
bility and funds for a local non-profit organization. Look for
publicity about which group will be featured today. Enjoy a
simple, tasty brunch for a worthy cause each month, and do-
nate a voluntary amount rather than a fixed price. Media Island
is at 816 Adams Street SE (just east across Adams Street from
Olympia's downtown library). If you need a handicap entrance,
use the alley behind it, accessible from 9th Ave SE.

Sun May 1: Veterans for Peace (Olympia’s chapter
109) invites veterans and others to their monthly
meeting at a new time (1:00-3:00 pm) at Gl Voice’s new
location in the Security Building, 203 4th Ave East, Suite 207,
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in downtown Olympia. Info: Dennis Mills 867-1487 mills.den-
nis@gmail.com and www.vfp109rcc.org

FOR Mon
May 2:
“Vietnam
War: What
REALLY
Happened?”
-- Olympia
FOR’s May TV program with Mark Fleming and
Larry Kerschner debuts at 1:30 pm this afternoon
on TCTV cable channel 22 in Thurston County.
Starting in mid-April you will be able to watch it
at our website, www.olympiafor.org See description
and watch the program through www.olympiafor .org/
tv_programs.htm and watch programs on TCTV cable channel
22 in Thurston County WA. Info: Glen Anderson (360) 491-
9093 glen@olympiafor.org

Mon May 2 through Sun May 8: “Screen-Free Week”

can protect kids and reorient them to non-screen
activities: This week’s organizers say, “reducing kids’ screen
time is the primary way that parents can safeguard children
from corporate marketers.” (Taking a week off from screens
would probably be good for adults too.) The Campaign for a
Commercial-Free Childhood says, “Screens also allow marketers
to sell kids on the false message that buying things will make
them happy. In fact, there is a growing body of evidence that
the opposite is true: The desire to spend and consume is ac-
tually associated with lower levels of happiness. Hitting the
pause button on screen time for one week (or longer) will give
you an opportunity to reassess the situation and think about
who is (and who should be) shaping your child’s narrative.” Get
information and resources from the Campaign for a Commer-
cial-Free Childhood, www .commercialfreechildhood.org

Tues May 3: Sierra Club South Sound’s monthly

meeting: Meet at the Mekong Restaurant, 125 Columbia St
NW (SW corner at State Ave), downtown Olympia. Order
food at 5:30 pm for meeting at 6:00 pm. Info: Phyllis Farrell,
phyllisfarrell68 1@hotmail.com and www.sierraclub.org/
washington/south-sound-group

FOR Tues May 3: Olympia FOR’s book discussion

group has been meeting on each month’s first Tuesday month
for several years. Tonight’s topic will be chosen during our
Tues April 5 gathering. Meet at 6:00 pm at the home of Jim
Bellinger, 1515 Tullis St NE, just a bit north of San Francisco
Street NE. Info: (360) 359-2212, jimabellinger@comcast.net

Tues May 3: “Why Is Palestine Still the Issue?” The

Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice
hosts world-renowned historian and activist llan
Pappé speaking at the 1°* Annual Rachel Corrie Memorial Lec-
ture for their 2016 PeaceWorks event at 6:30 pm at the Long-

Sat-Sun May 7-8:

house Education and Cultural Center at The Evergreen State Col-
lege in Olympia. The event is FREE, but RSVP is required.
Info: (360) 754-3998 www .rachelcorriefoundation.org

Thurs May 5: Spanish-Language Activity Night with

our Nicaraguan guests: Join us for an evening with our
visitors from Nicaragua and help celebrate our Sister-School
Connection! Enjoy food, music, Spanish language conversation,
activities, and friendship! 6:00-9:00 pm in the Lincoln Elemen-
tary Gym behind 213 21st Ave SE, Olympia. Sponsors: Lincoln
Elementary School and the Thurston-Santo Tomés Sister County
Association, www.oly-wa.us/tstsca Info and volunteer op-
portunities: Emily 480-8720

Sat May 7: Perennial plant sale will benefit the

Thurston — Santo Toméas (Nicaragua) Sister
County Association: It’s time for spring planting! Enjoy
an excellent selection (more than 50 varieties) of native and
non-native plants and shrubs, including some edibles from 9:00
am to 3:00 pm at a convenient location on Olympia’s west side,
117 Thomas Street NW, just south of West Harrison. You can
donate plant starts too. Info: tstsca@gmail.com 943-8642

Sat May 7: Oppose Nuclear Weapons with the

Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action: GZ will
celebrate the original meaning of Mothers’ Day one day early.
Fr. Steve Kelly, of the Disarm Now Plowshares, will share an
open Eucharist early in the morning at the entrance to Naval
Base Kitsap-Bangor, arguably the largest operation concentra-
tion of nuclear weapons anywhere in the world. The day at
Ground Zero Center will include fellowship and nonviolence
training. It will culminate with a vigil and nonviolent direct ac-
tion at the Bangor gate. The full schedule of Kitsap County
events will be posted at www.gzcenter.org’s Events Calendar.
Ask gznonviolencenews@gmail.com or info@gzcenter.org

“Comprehensive Practice of
Compassion” - The Nalanda Institute’s annual residential
retreat will occur at the Gwinwood Retreat Center in Lacey WA
with teachers Loppon Jamyang Tsultrum and Sonam Dorje PhD.
All who seek peace and compassion are welcome. Info: Art
Costantino (360) 528-1861 or www.nalandaolywa.org

Sun May 8: Enjoy a trip to Mount Rainier with our

Nicaraguan guests: Come with us for a day in the snow
and perhaps some sledding! Meet at 8:30 am in the Lincoln
parking lot on Washington Street SE south of 21 Ave SE, Olym-
pia, for carpooling. Bring appropriate clothing, lunch and
drinks. For info and carpooling (passenger or driver), email
tstsca@gmail.com by Friday May 6.

Tues May 10: Thurston County’s chapter of the Na-

tional Organization for Women (NOW) also
serves adjacent Mason, Lewis and Grays Harbor
counties: 5:30-7:00 pm at Traditions Café, 5" & Water,
downtown Olympia. Visitors are welcome! Info: Linda 357-
7272 Iryh@hotmail.com

Tues May 10: Olympia Science Café meets on the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month to provide an informal atmosphere
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so people with and without scientific background can meet to
deepen their understanding of interesting topics in science and
technology. 7:00 pm at Orca Books, 509 East 4th Avenue, 352-
0123 www.orcabooks.com Info about Olympia Science Café:
John Weiss, jweiss@stmartin.edu 412-6102

Thurs May 12: The Thurston Climate Action Team

invites people to their monthly meeting on the sec-
ond Thursday evening of each month. TCAT does good, practi-
cal work to protect the climate, especially interacting with gov-
ernments and the Thurston Regional Planning Council. TCAT is
also looking for ways to fund local climate efforts. 7:00 pm at
Traditions Café, 5" & Water, downtown Olympia. Info:
Graeme Sackrison 791-8376 or Tom Crawford, tom@thurston
climateaction.org 280-0242

Fri May 13: Enjoy Heartsparkle Players’ amazing

improvisational “playback theater” at 7:30 pm at
Traditions Café, 5% & Water, downtown Olympia. Typically
they collaborate with a local non-profit organization. This
month they celebrate 25 years of providing Playback Thea-
tre performances and workshops locally, state-wide and in-
ternationally, including commissioned performances and work-
shops for schools (primary, secondary and college), faith
groups, businesses and non-profits for the last 25 years, and
the past 18 years at Traditions Café. Their mission is “To em-
power communities and individuals by providing a forum for
personal stories to be shared, heard and honored and to encour-
age compassion.” Suggested donation is $7-$12, but nobody
will be turned away for lack of money. Info: www.heartspar-
kle.org 943-6772

Fri-Sat-Sun May 13-14-15: Break Free from Fossil

Fuels: Hugeregional demonstration to blockade
all the entrances to two oil refineries at March
Point in Anacortes: www.350.org is planning major ac-
tivities. The international Break Free series includes this in An-
acortes about 140 miles north of Olympia in Skagit County. A
bus or vans will go there from Olympia. There will be training
for kayakers and for people willing to be arrested. Watch a
very short video at www.tinyurl.com/hj43fsn Info and sign-
up at https://actionnetwork .org/forms/break-free-pledge-
form?source=direct_link&

Sat May 14: Citizens Climate Lobby Meeting: This

non-profit, non-partisan, grassroots advocacy organization fo-
cuses on national policies to address climate change. In order
to generate the political will necessary for passage of our Car-
bon Fee and Dividend proposal we train and support volunteers
to engage elected officials, the media and the public. 9:30-
11:30 am in Room 200 of the Olympia Center, 222 Columbia St
NW, downtown Olympia. Info: Stuart Chisholm stuart.
chisholm@cbolympia.com and David Foutch df outch@blarg

.net and www.citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/WA_

Olympia

Sat May 14: AWhere Passions Meet: Racial and

Gender Justice” -- The Washington State NOW

(National Organization for Women) Conference
will run from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm at the Northwest African
American Museum, 2300 South Massachusetts Street, Seattle.
Keynote is Dr. Karen Johnson from Black Alliance of Thurston
County. Registration is $25. Info: Linda Malanchuk-Finnan at
Iryh@hotmail.com

Sat May 14: Join with RESULTS in fighting hunger

and poverty worldwide: Participate in the global webi-
nar at 10:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month. Info:
olyresults@gmail.com

FOR Tues May 17: Olympia FOR’s Annual Cele-

bration & Election: Every year the Olympia FOR invites
people to gather for an enjoyable evening for food, social
time and to elect new Steering Committee members. Food
and Kathy Pruitt’s piano music start at 6:30, and the event
proper gets underway at 7:00 and ends by 8:30. See article
on Page 1 of our April-May newsletter. Info: Marilyn Dungan
701-5980 marilynbdungan@gmail.com

FOR Wed May 18: “Confronting the Climate Cri-

sis”: Olympia FOR’s vigorous group meets on the
third Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 at the Olym-
pia Center, 222 Columbia St. NW, downtown. Info: (360) 352-
6327 climate@olympiafor.org www.olympiafor.org/Cli-
mate_Crisis.html

Thurs May 19: Justice Not Jails: People are working to

reform various aspects of our criminal “justice” system in hu-
mane ways. Our local “Justice Not Jails” groups meets at 7:00
pm the third Thursday evening of each month at the Olympia
Unitarian-Universalist Congregation, 2315 Division St NW,
Olympia. Info: Steve Tilley tilley5000@gmail.com

Fri-Sun May 20-22: Rabbi Phyllis Berman and Rabbi

Arthur Waskow: Sacred Sources to Heal the
Earth: Rabbi Waskow, author of many books, founded the
Shalom Center in 1983 to equips activists and spiritual leaders
with awareness and skills for helping Judaism create a world of
peace, justice, healing for the earth. For the past seven years
they have focused on healing the climate crisis. Rabbi Berman
has decades of experience helping immigrants and refugees
from all around the world. This weekend event is co-sponsored
by Bet Alef Meditative Synagogue, Seattle First Baptist Church,
and Earth Ministry. It’s at 1111 Harvard Ave, Seattle 98122.
Info: www.betalef.org

Fri-Sun May 20-22: Left Forum 2016: Meet with thou-

sands of politically “left” people, enjoy some of the hundreds
of panels, and connect with progressive organizations in New
York City. Info: www .leftforum.org or (212) 817-2003

FOR Sat May 21: Global Days of Listening: Partic-

ipate in this monthly worldwide conversation for
peace: The opportunity in Olympia is at the home of Chuck
Schultz and Rozanne Rants very early this morning (4:30-7:30
am), which is from 5 to 8 pm Kabul, Afghanistan time. The Af-
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ghan Peace Volunteers’ #Enough! Campaign was launched dur-
ing the GDoL conversation on Sept. 21, 2015, the International
Day of Peace. The #Enough! Campaign is a multi-year/24/7
project that connects projects of the Afghan Peace Volunteers:
their ongoing Street Kids School of Kabul and The Duvet Pro-
ject, which are in their 2nd and 4th years of operation, respec-
tively.  Info:  Doug Mackey (360) 915-6757 doug-
wmackey@yahoo.com and www.globaldaysoflistening.org

Sat April 16: Join with Olympia’s part of the non-
profit org RESULTS in fighting poverty and hun-
ger worldwide: RESULTS is a movement of passionate,
committed everyday people learning to use our voices to influ-
ence political decisions that will bring an end to poverty in the
U.S. and around the world. Together we are creating a culture
of diversity, trust and inclusivity where everyone has the
power and opportunity to use their voice to change the world.
Olympia’s RESULTS monthly Education and Action meeting is
today from 10:00 to 1:00. Info: olyresults@gmail.com and
www.results.org

Sun May 22: Friendly Water for the World invites
everyone to a reception for David Zarembka,
founder of the African Great Lakes Initiative (www.
aglifpt.org) and author of A Peace of AfricaDavid worked
awhile on the national FOR’s staff. He is a great expert on Af-
rical Tonight’s event time and location will be announced soon.
Info: info@friendlywater.net or (360) 918-3642

Mon May 23: Introduction to Nonviolent Communi-
cation — “Communicating to Connect” -- Liv Mon-
roe offers excellent workshops from time to time. See infor-
mation at the Thurs April 14 calendar listing.

FOR Tues May 24: Attend the quarterly meeting of
the Olympia FOR’s Committee for Alternatives to
the Death Penalty at 7:00 pm at a comfortable, convenient

location in West Olympia. We educate ourselves and plan ac-
tivities toward abolishing this atrocity. Info: Emily Ham-
margren 352-0695 'deathpenalty @olympiafor.org or Glen
Anderson 491-9093 glen@olympiafor.org . See much info
about the death penalty at www.olympiafor.org/death_pen-
alty.htm

FOR Fri-Mon July 1-4: “Persevering FOR Peace” -

FOR’s 58" Annual conference at Seabeck in
Kitsap County will focus on the power and effec-
tiveness of nonviolent action: Two excellent keynote
speakers are Jamila Raqib, Executive Director of the Albert Ein-
stein Institution (Gene Sharp’s excellent non-profit org that re-
searches and publicizes how to use nonviolent action to resist
oppression, repel invaders and topple dictators, www.aein-
stein.org), and Erica Chenoweth, whose research into the past
century’s civil wars and other conflicts proved that the ones
that relied upon nonviolence achieved better results than those
that used violence. See Erica's Ted Talk at https://www
.Jyoutube.com/watch?v=Y]SehRIU34w Also enjoy our Sea-
beck Conference’s many workshops, delightful music, friendly
people, and fun for all ages from little kids through very elderly.
Register early! This year’s Seabeck Conference might fill
up before late June. Glen will arrange carpooling from Olym-
pia. Info: www.forseabeck.org and (360) 491-9093 and
glen@olympiafor.org

Gene Sharp, perhaps the US’s most thorough documenter and analyst of nonviolent action (see the Seabeck calendar item in the box above) said:

o “If you fight with violence you are fighting with your enemy's best weapon ... “

o “I've never focused on answering what nonviolent action can’t do. | focus on what it has done. If we can’t push back that barrier
of impossibility, then violence will be used, and that will be out of our control. But if we can keep pushing it back, and revealing
that nonviolent action can do much more than was ever expected, pretty soon there will be almost nothing left for violence.”

I f you | i ke the

Ol ympi a

FORY.s <cal endar

They can sign up to receive the paper version or a .pdf attached to an e -mail.

Also refer them to

www.ol ympiafor.org

Thank you for whatever you do for peace, inmvaiangias,

social justitke environmehg climate, ahegood purposes!
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