Death Penalty Quotations
“The death penalty is inhumane... whether that person is in a [jail] or it's bin Laden.”
~ Danny Glover

“It's a phony issue. To pretend the death penalty is going to end crime in the United States is to fool people, to promote public ignorance.”
~ Rudolph W. Giuliani (R), former U.S. Attorney of New York, former mayor of New York City 

“Why do we kill people who are killing people to show that killing people is wrong?”
~ Holly Near (and many other persons)
"He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”

~ Jesus of Nazareth, while interrupting a public execution of a woman for adultery. (John 8:7, NKJ)
"Does it make sense for the state to hire murderers to kill defenseless victims on death row, in order to prove that hiring murderers to kill defenseless victims is morally wrong?”

~ Anonymous

"As I read the New Testament, I don't see anywhere in there that killing bad people is a very high calling for Christians. I see an awful lot about redemption and forgiveness."
~ James W.L. Park, former execution officer, San Quentin, California
"The death penalty is a poor person's issue.  Always remember that: after all the rhetoric that goes on in the legislative assemblies, in the end, when the deck is cast our, it is the poor who are selected to die in this country."
~ Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J.
"We oppose the death penalty not just for what it does to those guilty of heinous crimes, but for what it does to all of us:  it offers the tragic illusion that we can defend life by taking life."
~ Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza, President, National Conference of Catholic Bishops / U.S. Catholic Conference, 1999.
"I do not believe any civilized society should be at the service of death.  I don't think it's human to become an agent of the Angel of Death." 
~ Elie Wiesel
"[T]each governments humanity.  It is their sanguinary punishments which corrupt mankind.  In England, the punishment in certain cases is, by hanging, drawing and quartering....  In France ... the punishments were not less barbarous....  The effect of these cruel spectacles exhibited to the populace, is to destroy tenderness or excite revenge; and by the base and false idea of governing men by terror instead of reason, they become precedents.  It is over the lowest class of mankind that government by terror is intended to operate, and it is on them that it operates to the worst effect.  They ... inflict in their turn the examples of terror they have been instructed to practice."
~Thomas Paine, The Rights of Man 

"What then is capital punishment but the most premeditated of murders, to which no criminal's deed, however calculated it may be, can be compared?  For there to be an equivalence, the death penalty would have to punish a criminal, who had warned his victim of the date at which he would inflict a horrible death on him, and who from that moment onward had confined him at his mercy for months.  Such a monster is not encountered in private life."
~ Albert Camus (1913-1960), French novelist, essayist, playwright, philosopher

"In any country there must be people who have to die.  They are the sacrifices any nation has to make to achieve law and order."
~ Idi Amin (the notoriously brutal former dictator of Uganda)

